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in the adoring enthusiasm for Western liberalism and
British rule, was a staunch supporter of Sir Sayyid and his
projects, and, himself a mathematician, was all for modern
knowledge and especially science, His significance lies in
the fact that he championed the cause of the vernacular,
himself translating a good deal of science etc. into Urdu
and even writing in that language original text-books (in-
cluding a voluminous History of India). Towards the end
of his life he realized that his struggle for Urdu was a
failure. This is instructive : it will be remembered that Sir
Sayyid himself had once worked for translated learning,
but, more attuned to his class, had shifted as it became
clear that the dependence on Britain was to be total* To-
day few can be found to advocate education's being imparted
in a foreign tongue. -
Nazlr Ahmad, like Zaka Allah a product of the pre-
Mutiny Delhi College, was prominent primarily as a novelist.
His stories had a social interest, and represent the first
novels on the Western style in Urdu. They portrayed con-
vincingly the tensions, problems, and bewilderment of the
day. These novels penetrated far into literate Muslim
society ; and about them there gathered a good deal of the
discussion and controversy stimulated by the new condi-
tions. The liberalism which Nazir Ahmad had learned at
the Delhi College was encouraged further by his acquaint-
ance with Sir Sayyid, whom he greatly admired and claimed
to follow, and to whose educational programme in particu-
lar he devoted himself with energy after his retirement
from government service. Also, his novels did much to
disseminate the new Aligarh point of view. ^
However, he was an independent spirit in the movement
and is significant for representing a more conservatively
religious position. Politically, he was every whit as pro-
British as Sir Sayyid ; but socially and religiously he con-
tended for a less radical reform. He deemed Sir Sayyid's
one fault to be that he ' went to extremes' in his free
thinking; and he himself expounded an interpretation of
Islam which should be in the same basic spirit as the